ARE THE ENGLISH DULL?     227

to a rival when he least, and where he least, ex-
pects it. Their orderliness, their respect for law,
their genius for give and take, and their national
solidarity, which thus far have kept them well
to the fore among the peoples of the earth, are not
the'result of dulness in any intelligent use of the
word. It is one of those widespread misappre-
hensions well worth a chapter by itself to explain,
and to contradict, for the benefit of both the
enemies and the friends of England.

Indeed, the most interesting and the most
notable commentary upon this phase of English
life is the present attitude of both the German
and the French better class parents. It is as-
tonishing to hear a group of well-to-do German
fathers stating that they intend to send their sons
to an English public school* Why, one asks.
Out of the mass of reasons given one disen-
tangles the fact that the Germans are beginning
to see that they educate their youths, but they do
not train them* * The English public school-boy
is governing all over the world, while the German
boy serves him as a clerk. The Englishman has
a way of gaming the confidence, the affection
even, of stranger races, and of handling them and
governing them with least friction. As one Ger-
man said: " We must produce men who can gov-
ern, if we expect to colonize successfully/' The